AGRICULTURE   AND   THE   SUTURE

Seiyid 'Alawi al Kaf and many improvements in the coastal schools
5 already been made. One new teacher has been engaged from the
an.

The Medical Department has also extended for there are two more
tors, one at Shihr and one at Shibam, and Mukalla has also a sanitary
ector, a local and energetic seiyid trained in Aden, who has a corps of
epers under him. His chief delights are mosquitoes, latrines and the
aerators built by Figgis on Nigerian pattern. They are artistic domed
Irs, very like a saint's tomb, and tone in well with the local architecture.
; first is generally known as Well Kliumur after the sanitary inspector,
sn Miss Viney, a qualified nurse with much experience, has joined the
iidency Staff as Child Welfare Worker, and after her survey is completed
hope it will be possible to see the way to reducing the appalling mortality
Mdren. There is scarcely a woman whom D. has asked who has not
. one or more of her children die. A small hospital is in the programme
. when funds are available it will be one of the first things taken in hand,
vill be remembered that a hospital was one of the first things which
Highness desired to sec on his accession.

Hitherto I have described not the building of the foundation and walls
Jae new Hadhramaut, but in effect only the clearing of the ground and
digging of the foundation, for the true structure of Hadhramaut pros-
ity must rest on agriculture. I must confess to a personal hope that
leral wealth may not be found in the country. This may be a strange
lark to make, but it is just because the rewards are usually greater than
dangers to a growing country are also greater. The production of
aerals may provide work for many, but it provides often so much money
.t many* prosper without the work. I feel myself that the gains from
>rfcing the land result in a happier and more moral population, and
it is good to know that the Hadhramaut possesses several hundreds
square mile^'of land as rich as any in the world, for it consists of aeons*
:umnlation$ of alluvial silt. For an Arabian country the Hadhramaut
ucky to have two rivers and water easily available in many cultivatable
as at no great depths. In January 1939 I spent an absorbing month
veiling round with Mr, Beeby Thompson* the Consulting Engineer,
i Hartley the Agricultural Officer. War had broken out. by the time
it Mr* Beeby Thompson's report was received, but it indicated that the
aspects of extended agriculture in the Wadi Hadhramaut are not uflr
rosrable if the water which is probably there can be raised economically.
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